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P
ost-modernism is a big word, but is it relevant 
to Kenyans today? surely it cannot be that big a 
problem in the country. While these may be the 
sentiments of some, i couldn’t disagree more. Yes, 

it is a big word, and it remains as such mainly because it 
may not be widely discussed, at least not in public spaces.

the believer today is faced with many challenges in a 
world that is becoming increasingly hostile to Christ and 
generally to the things of God. society is changing…and 
has indeed changed from what we knew it a decade or 
two ago. people are becoming increasingly ‘aware’ of their 
‘rights’ and moving towards a more individualistic society 
where ‘i’ decide what is right for me and what is true for 
you may not be necessarily true for me.

is this a western phenomenon that has slowly been 
introduced to the country? What is certain is that it is 
here with us, and it is here to stay. the advancement in 
technology and education, bringing about the ‘liberation’ of 
the mind or whatever you may call it requires us as believers 
to carefully consider our response to and engagement 
with the changing or the ‘changed’ world. nothing is as 
it once was, at least not the absolutes. everything is put 
under scrutiny, including the very word of God and the 
doctrines we hold on to, and it is therefore not enough 
for us to carry on with faithfully attending church services 
and fellowships as if nothing is happening ‘out there’. We 
must be aware of what is happening outside the confi nes 
of our evangelical circles, especially where issues of faith 
are concerned.

truth is questioned, even the very truth of God. Are 
we still talking about Kenya? What has that got to do with 

me? everything, and i mean, everything. While it may seem 
easier and maybe safer to lock ourselves in and hold on 
to our ‘personal’ faith, we need to be a voice, a voice of 
reason and help those who may be caught in this web. sadly 
though, it has been noted that Christians respond to issues 
emotively or ‘spiritually’ without much information. Yes, 
emotions do fl are when what we hold on to is questioned, 
but we have to engage issues head on and rationally so. this 
is why it is even more important for us to be rooted in the 
word of God and to give ourselves to the diligent study of 
the same, acknowledging that it is not our head knowledge 
or fl uency that will liberate but only the Word of God.

How equipped are we to respond to post modern 
trends in the society? And how fi rm is our faith in such 
times? this issue is packed with articles that will help us 
answer these and more questions as well as learn how to 
respond to post modernism in our world. Also look out 
for our regular columns, Dig Deeper, Get the Bible open 
among others.

Kindly do drop us a line as we value your feedback and 
would love to hear from you. to do so kindly reach us on: 
conversation@iserveafrica.org.

in Christ,
Lydia G. Maingi, 
Editor 

me? everything, and i mean, everything. While it may seem 

When did we 
get here?
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Letter to the   
         Editor

Dear Editor,
The question of whether to name false teachers is always a 
controversial one among Christians. In the blogosphere there is 
a tendency towards the extremes – either throwing a blistering 
condemnation and the tag ‘heretic’ at anyone with whom one 
differs by a fraction of a degree or, at the other extreme, saying 
that it is always unloving to ‘name names’. It’s important we reflect 
the balance in the New Testament – false teachers are rarely 
named but they are sometimes (e.g. 2 Tim. 2:17; 4:14). Far from 
being unloving it is very loving to warn the flock of deceptive and 
destructive teaching that can ‘spread like gangrene… upsetting 
the faith of some’ (2 Tim. 2:17-18). It can be very hard to do 
this in our context. Make a negative comment about a popular 
tele-evangelist and you are likely to stir an angry reaction and 
be unfriended by a number of Facebook followers.

Which is why I really appreciated Jesse Masai’s insightful 
article (Conversation Issue 2) and his courage in naming 
a number of high-profile preachers. I would however seek a 
clarification regarding his list. Most of the names I would take 
to be false teachers who are perverting the gospel and wilfully 
leading astray God’s people. However one name sticks out as 
an exception to this – Ravi Zacharias. I am aware that there 
has been some recent controversy over Ravi’s accepting an 
invitation to speak in a Mormon Temple and appearing (in the 

eyes of some) to be less than clear on the differences between 
Mormonism and Christianity. Some have also questioned his 
wisdom in appearing on Joyce Meyer’s talk show and appearing 
to endorse her ministry. And it may be that occasionally his 
apologetic arguments on the question of evil lean more heavily 
on the free will argument than some of us might like. But on 
balance he is still basically a very sound, orthodox, Jesus-loving, 
courageous evangelical in the mould of C S Lewis and John 
Stott. Just as with Lewis or Stott he might not be perfect on 
every point (who is?) but I don’t think he is compromising the 
core gospel or wilfully leading anyone astray. A number of us 
have learnt much from him on apologetics with Muslims and 
atheists. So I would prefer not to list brother Ravi in a list with 
Joel Osteen and Benny Hinn.

However, there is another way to read what Jesse Masai 
is saying: “we find ourselves in that dicey place [when 
anyone appeals] to our quest for meaning, significance and 
transcendence above He who proclaims that he’s the way, 
truth and life.” Perhaps it was Spurgeon who said that if his 
sermons became more important to people than their Bibles 
then his sermons should be burnt. In that sense I’m sure Ravi 
Zacharias and all faithful Bible teachers would be horrified if 
they appealed to people more than Jesus himself.

Yours in Christ,
Andy Harker

Dear Office,

I loved Andy’s article on myths in the gay debate, and thank 
you so much for publishing it. Children are being baptized into 
all things gay in some schools here in the UK, now. That it is 
tacitly assumed individuals are ‘born gay’ is a given now in the 
curriculum. That such luminaries as Hillsong and even that great 
bastion of evangelicalism, Fuller, are both appearing to ‘rethink’ 
this issue is equally concerning. So, thank you for tackling this 
minefield with grace and truth!

I have a slight quibble with Andy’s dependence on Butterfield 
in Myth No 4. In terms of what I know of Butterfield’s personal 
history and public positions, she has little first hand or acquired 
information of the latest kinds of therapy (both secular and 
Christian) which is out there and which can help those with 
unwanted same-sex attraction diminish those desires. For all 
the Christian married man with unwanted same sex attraction, 
this help is vital in terms of enabling them to remain with wives 
and children in their marriages (for instance). Of course it is not 
always possible to change, but often significant change does 
occur, and therapy can be hugely insightful, regardless of where 

people end up.
Don’t we encourage strugglers with any kind of psychological/

behavioural issue---porn, alcohol, adultery, anger or worry---to 
get the help they need? Surely it is right to offer a range of 
potential resources to enable those with crippling issues to 
move forward.

I have really appreciated Butterfield in so many ways but on 
this one she has written from a place of ignorance and disrespect, 
I fear. I know no serious Christian or secular therapist involved 
in this sphere who would ever begin to think that the ‘name it 
claim it pray the gay away’ would be any more successful than 
putting a bandage on cancer and praying it away.

Who is she referencing? If she is accurately quoting 
cases of real malpractice, then at least she ought to have 
acknowledged that excellent therapeutic help is available from 
other quarters.

Would you be willing to publish a brief response in your 
excellent magazine?

God bless
Lisa Nolland PhD
Anglican-Mainstream.net web consultant
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The 
Postmodernism 
Horror!
What will happen in this era of
Utter relativism
What will happen when the law
Will seek to please all humanity
What will happen in this era of
The so called total tolerance
What will happen
When evil and falsehood
Will pursue their right to life in 

vindication
What will happen When morality
Will seek to Be defi ned by a fallen law
What will happen when the society
Will deny the root upon which it 

stands
What will happen when nothing else
Will be absolute apart from relativity
What will happen is already happening
The society has stabbed herself in the 

heart
Destroying the womb where right is 

bred
What will happen when human dignity
Will be left as an option for choice
What will happen when outright folly

Will be free to steer the world
What will happen when greedy 

minority
Will be in charge of the dearth 

majority
What will happen when the culture
will see corruption as an avenue for 

survival
What will happen when arrogance and 

ignorance
Will demand the freedom of 

expression
What will happen when harrowing 

vices
Will fi ght to coexist with saving virtues
What will happen when the moral law 

within
Will be so altered to distinguish right 

and wrong
What will happen is already happening
The society has stabbed herself in the 

heart
Destroying the womb where right is 

bred
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The 
Postmodernism 
Horror!

The power of man to make himself what he pleases 
means… the power of some men to make other 
men what they please. When all that says, “It is 
good” has been debunked, what says, “I want” 
remains. I am not here speaking of the corrupting 
infl uence of power… The very word corrupt… 
implies a doctrine of value which is meaningless in 
this context [when all absolute values have been 
dismissed]. I am very doubtful whether history shows 
us one example of a man who, having stepped 
outside traditional morality and attained power, has 
used that power benevolently.

(C. S. Lewis, The Abolition of Man)
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By Chris Howles

A response t o relAtivism...

“
i believe that to seek to 
convert people to another faith 
is a sin, an evil act done simply 
to advance one’s own club. i 

believe it should be made a crime 
under international law”.

Who do you think might 
have spoken these words? A 
fundamentalist atheist, wishing to 
provoke? A comedian, making a joke? 
no. this is the view of the General 
secretary of the Hindu Council of 
the UK, a prominent religious leader. 
thank God that such advice has 
been mostly ignored, or else the 
iCC docks at the Hague would be 
full of Christ-loving Christians on 
trial for a crimes against humanity – 
evangelism!

And yet this quote, although 
extreme, is actually not that far 
removed from the prevailing 
relativistic attitudes that seem at 
times to dominate the world views 
of many Brits. it feels often like 
relativism saturates the air all around 
over there, such that it is perhaps 

the most dominant and successful 
philosophical paradigm of the age.

Although a complex phenomenon, 
relativism broadly affirms that all 
truth claims are personal, subjective, 
and disconnected from any factual 
reality. relativism is the reason why 
many evangelistic conversations 
with non-Christians in the UK finish 
quickly with the immediate response 
of “i’m pleased that this is true for 
you and i wish you well, but it isn’t 
true for me and therefore isn’t 
relevant to my life”. in its harsher 
forms, it is these attitudes which 
resulted in the suspension of a British 
nurse in 2009 simply for offering to 
pray for a patient she was caring for 
in hospital.

the inevitable consequence of 
this is moral relativism. if there is 
no objective truth, there can be no 
universal ethical code. Anything is 
permissible as long as all parties 
are consenting. this is what lies 
behind recent political arguments 
in the UK to legalise euthanasia, 

abortion up to full-term 40-week 
pregnancy, and even incest between 
close (consenting) family members! 
in fact, ironically, the only immoral 
behaviour is to disapprove of 
relativism – something that pope 
Benedict Xvi calls ‘the dictatorship 
of relativism’. in its harsher forms 
it is these attitudes that last month 
resulted in Houston (UsA) churches 
being forced by law to submit their 
sermons to the mayor’s lawyers for 
scrutiny over whether or not they 
break relativistic codes by speaking 
against homosexual intercourse as an 
ethical good.

These are difficult times indeed 
for Western Christians who rightly 
seek to proclaim that God is 
real, objective, universal and all-
encompassing. And yet, having moved 
in 2011 away from the UK to live 
in Uganda, i have been unpleasantly 
surprised at how prevalent relativistic 
views have become there also 
(presumably Kenya also. sadly, where 
the West unhelpfully goes, east Africa 
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